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nor poor; they live in great simplicity and tranquillity;
and, though of the fourteen Cantons half be Roman
Catholics, the rest reformed, yet they mutually agree,
and are confederate with Geneva, and are its only
security against its potent neighbors, as they themselves
are from being attacked by the greater potentates, by
the mutual jealousy of their neighbors, as either of
them would be overbalanced, should the Swiss, who are
wholly mercenary and auxiliaries, be subjected to France
or Spain.

We were now arrived at St. Maurice, a large handsome
town and residence of the President, where justice is
done. To him we presented our letter from Sion, and
made known the ill usage we had received for killing a
wretched goat, which so incensed him, that he swore if we
would stay he would not only help us to recover our
money again, but most severely punish the whole rabble;
but our desire of revenge had by this time subsided, and
glad we were to be gotten so near France, whidh we reck-
oned as good as home. He courteously invited us to dine
with him; but we excused ourselves, and, returning to
our inn, while we were eating something before we took
horse, the Governor had caused two pages to bring us a
present of two great vessels of covered plate full of ex-
cellent wine, in which we drank his health, and rewarded
the youths; they were two vast bowls supported by two
Swiss, handsomely wrought after the German manner.
This civility and that of our host at Sion, perfectly recon-
ciled us to the highlanders; and so, proceeding on our
journey we passed this afternoon through the gate which
divides the Valais from the Duchy of Savoy, into which
we were now entering, and so, through Montei, we arrived
that evening at Beveretta. Being extremely weary and
complaining of my head, and finding little accommodation
in the house, I caused one of our hostess's daughters to
be removed out of her bed and went immediately into it
while it was yet warm, being so heavy with pain and
drowsiness that I would not stay to have the sheets
changed; but I shortly after paid dearly for my impatience,
falling sick of the smallpox as soon &s I came to Geneva,
for by the smell of frankincense and the tale the good
woman told me of her daughter having had an ague, I
afterward concluded she had been newly recovered of theks, from whence thed
